
October 6, 2015‐Extraordinary Knowing by Elizabeth Lloyd Mayer Ph. D. 

In 1991, when her daughter's rare, hand-carved harp was stolen, Lisby Mayer's familiar world of science and rational thinking turned 
upside down. After the police failed to turn up any leads, a friend suggested she call a dowser-a man who specialized in finding lost 
objects. With nothing to lose-and almost as a joke-Dr. Mayer agreed. Within two days, and without leaving his Arkansas home, the 
dowser located the exact California street coordinates where the harp was found. Deeply shaken, yet driven to understand what had 
happened, Mayer began the fourteen-year journey of discovery that she recounts in this mind-opening, brilliantly readable book. Her 
first surprise: the dozens of colleagues who'd been keeping similar experiences secret for years, fearful of being labeled credulous or 
crazy. Extraordinary Knowing is an attempt to break through the silence imposed by fear and to explore what science has to say about 
these and countless other "inexplicable" phenomena. She does not ask us to believe. Rather she brings us a book of profound intrigue 
and optimism, with far-reaching implications not just for scientific inquiry but also for the ways we go about living in the world. 

___________________________________________________ 
November 3, 2015‐The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry by Rachel Joyce 

In 1991, when her daughter's rare, hand-carved harp was stolen, Lisby Mayer's familiar world of science and rational thinking turned 
upside down. After the police failed to turn up any leads, a friend suggested she call a dowser-a man who specialized in finding lost 
objects. With nothing to lose-and almost as a joke-Dr. Mayer agreed. Within two days, and without leaving his Arkansas home, the 
dowser located the exact California street coordinates where the harp was found. Deeply shaken, yet driven to understand what had 
happened, Mayer began the fourteen-year journey of discovery that she recounts in this mind-opening, brilliantly readable book. Her 
first surprise: the dozens of colleagues who'd been keeping similar experiences secret for years, fearful of being labeled credulous or 
crazy. Extraordinary Knowing is an attempt to break through the silence imposed by fear and to explore what science has to say about 
these and countless other "inexplicable" phenomena. She does not ask us to believe. Rather she brings us a book of profound intrigue 
and optimism, with far-reaching implications not just for scientific inquiry but also for the ways we go about living in the world. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

December 1, 2015‐Still Alice by Lisa Genova 

In Lisa Genova’s extraordinary New York Times bestselling novel, an accomplished professor diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease 

learns that her worth is comprised of more than her ability to remember. Now a major motion picture from Sony Pictures Classics 

starring Julianne Moore, Alec Baldwin, Kate Bosworth, and Kristen Stewart! 

 

Alice Howland is proud of the life she worked so hard to build. At fifty years old, she’s a cognitive psychology professor at Harvard 

and a world‐renowned expert in linguistics with a successful husband and three grown children. When she becomes increasingly 

disoriented and forgetful, a tragic diagnosis changes her life—and her relationship with her family and the world—forever. 

 

At once beautiful and terrifying, Still Alice is a moving and vivid depiction of life with early‐onset Alzheimer’s disease that is as 

compelling as A Beautiful Mind and as unforgettable as Ordinary People. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

January 5, 2016‐China Dolls by Lisa See 

It’s 1938 in San Francisco: a world’s fair is preparing to open on Treasure Island, a war is brewing overseas, and the city is alive with 
possibilities. Grace, Helen, and Ruby, three young women from very different backgrounds, meet by chance at the exclusive and 
glamorous Forbidden City nightclub. Grace Lee, an American-born Chinese girl, has fled the Midwest with nothing but heartache, 
talent, and a pair of dancing shoes. Helen Fong lives with her extended family in Chinatown, where her traditional parents insist that 
she guard her reputation like a piece of jade. The stunning Ruby Tom challenges the boundaries of convention at every turn with her 
defiant attitude and no-holds-barred ambition. 
  
The girls become fast friends, relying on one another through unexpected challenges and shifting fortunes. When their dark secrets are 
exposed and the invisible thread of fate binds them even tighter, they find the strength and resilience to reach for their dreams. But 
after the Japanese attack Pearl Harbor, paranoia and suspicion threaten to destroy their lives, and a shocking act of betrayal changes 
everything. 

___________________________________________________________________ 

February 2, 2016‐You Should Have Known by Jean Hanff Korelitz 



Grace Reinhart Sachs is living the only life she ever wanted for herself. Devoted to her husband, a pediatric oncologist at a major 
cancer hospital, their young son Henry, and the patients she sees in her therapy practice, her days are full of familiar things: she lives 
in the very New York apartment in which she was raised, and sends Henry to the school she herself once attended. Dismayed by the 
ways in which women delude themselves, Grace is also the author of a book You Should Have Known, in which she cautions women 
to really hear what men are trying to tell them. But weeks before the book is published a chasm opens in her own life: a violent death, 
a missing husband, and, in the place of a man Grace thought she knew, only an ongoing chain of terrible revelations. Left behind in 
the wake of a spreading and very public disaster, and horrified by the ways in which she has failed to heed her own advice, Grace 
must dismantle one life and create another for her child and herself. 

____________________________________________________ 

March 1, 2016‐ The Master Butcher’s Singing Club by Louise Erdrich 

Having survived World War I, Fidelis Waldvogel returns to his quiet German village and marries the pregnant widow of his best 
friend, killed in action. With a suitcase full of sausages and a master butcher's precious knife set, Fidelis sets out for America. In 
Argus, North Dakota, he builds a business, a home for his family—which includes Eva and four sons—and a singing club consisting 
of the best voices in town. When the Old World meets the New—in the person of Delphine Watzka—the great adventure of Fidelis's 
life begins. Delphine meets Eva and is enchanted. She meets Fidelis, and the ground trembles. These momentous encounters will 
determine the course of Delphine's life, and the trajectory of this brilliant novel. 

April 5, 2016‐Carthage by Joyce Carol Oates 

A young girl's disappearance rocks a community and a family in this stirring examination of grief, faith, justice, and the atrocities of 
war from Joyce Carol Oates, "one of the great artistic forces of our time" (The Nation) 

Zeno Mayfield's daughter has disappeared into the night, gone missing in the wilds of the Adirondacks. But when the community of 
Carthage joins a father's frantic search for the girl, they discover the unlikeliest of suspects—a decorated Iraq War veteran with close 
ties to the Mayfield family. As grisly evidence mounts against the troubled war hero, the family must wrestle with the possibility of 
having lost a daughter forever. 

Carthage plunges us deep into the psyche of a wounded young corporal haunted by unspeakable acts of wartime aggression, while 
unraveling the story of a disaffected young girl whose exile from her family may have come long before her disappearance.  

Dark and riveting, Carthage is a powerful addition to the Joyce Carol Oates canon, one that explores the human capacity for violence, 
love, and forgiveness, and asks if it's ever truly possible to come home again. 

May 3, 2016‐ Being Mortal by Atul Gawande  

In Being Mortal, bestselling author Atul Gawande tackles the hardest challenge of his profession: how medicine can not only improve 
life but also the process of its ending 
 
Medicine has triumphed in modern times, transforming birth, injury, and infectious disease from harrowing to manageable. But in the 
inevitable condition of aging and death, the goals of medicine seem too frequently to run counter to the interest of the human spirit. 
Nursing homes, preoccupied with safety, pin patients into railed beds and wheelchairs. Hospitals isolate the dying, checking for vital 
signs long after the goals of cure have become moot. Doctors, committed to extending life, continue to carry out devastating 
procedures that in the end extend suffering. 

Gawande, a practicing surgeon, addresses his profession's ultimate limitation, arguing that quality of life is the desired goal for 
patients and families. Gawande offers examples of freer, more socially fulfilling models for assisting the infirm and dependent elderly, 
and he explores the varieties of hospice care to demonstrate that a person's last weeks or months may be rich and dignified. 

Full of eye-opening research and riveting storytelling, Being Mortal asserts that medicine can comfort and enhance our experience 
even to the end, providing not only a good life but also a good end. 


